Synthesis of Ligand (H 2 L):
Scheme S1. Synthetic route of H 2 L
1,2-dibromo-4,5-dimethoxybenzene (1):
It was prepared by following the reported procedure. 1 1,2-Dimethoxybenzene (6 g, 43 mmol) and iodine (0.22 g, 0.8 mmol) were added to dichloromethane (100 mL) with stirring. Bromine (5.6 mL, 17.4g, 108 mmol) was added drop wise with constant stirring. After complete addition of the Br 2 , the reaction was stirred an additional 3 hours. Excess Br 2 was removed by adding KOH solution into the reaction mixture and the organic layer was washed with brine, Dried over Na 2 SO 4 and concentrated followed by recrystallisation with EtOH. It was isolated by filtration and dried to produce colorless needles. 1 H NMR (CDCl 3 , 500 MHz): δ 7.05 (s, 2H), 3.85 (s, 6H) . 4 ] was added to the solution. Then the mixture was refluxed at 100 °C for 24 hours with constant stirring under constant flow of nitrogen. The reaction mixture was allowed to cool and organic solvents were evaporated. Then it was extracted from EtOAc and washed with brine and dried over Na 2 SO 4 . Chromatographic purification of the crude material on silica gel column using 4% EtOAc in hexane afforded compound 2 as white powder.
Yield: 6 g (82%). 1 H-NMR (CDCl 3 , 500 MHz), δ (ppm): 1.37 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 6H); 3.95 (s, 6H); 4.35 (q, J = 7.4 Hz, 4H); 6.92 (s, 2H); 7.17 (d, J = 8.5 Hz, 4H); 7.87 (d, J = 8 Hz, 4H) (Fig. S1); 13 C-NMR (CDCl 3 ), δ (ppm): 14.42, 56.23, 61.08, 113.48, 128.58, 129.43, 129.98, 132.23, 145.83, 148.82, 166.60 (Fig. S2) (5) 11.106 (5) 10.972 (5) 9.502 (5) b, Å 10.117 (5) 15.856 (5) 16.101 (5) 11.646 (5) c, Å 14.657 (5) 17.853 (5) 37.978 (5) 13.277 (5)  ( 
